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BASE, Texas -- With forty miles to go and 

the wind to their backs, a group of motorcy-

clists in leather jackets and shiny bikes, pull 

into the small town of Bronte, Texas for a 

short break.  

 Sporting 

soft tail cruisers 

and sports bikes, 

the group was on 

an organized ride 

to the annual Rat-

tlesnake Roundup 

in Sweetwater, 

Texas, one of 

many scheduled 

events these military motorcyclists have 

planned.  

 According to the web site, the Green 

Knights, Chapter 64, is a military motorcycle 

club established at Goodfellow in 2009, born 

from the American Patriots Motorcycle Group 

in 2005. Members include active duty, re-

serve, retired as well as federal employees, 

contractors and family members.  

 The Green Knights work with the 

wing safety office and security forces to help 

riders retain their rights and follow the federal, 

state and base regulations.  

 Each chapter has a 

safety director, who keeps 

members updated on Depart-

ment of Defense, Department of 

Transportation and local 

changes to traffic regulations. 

The executive board also dis-

seminates these changes to non-

club members.  

 "Members of the 

Green Knights are not the 

safety police, but everywhere we go, we try to 

set a good example for others to follow," said 

Lt. Col. Rick Eckert, 17th Medical Operations 

Squadron and GKMMC president. "We sup-

port the entire riding population and have 

members who are experienced and can pro-

vide mentorship to others in long distance 
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tours, on and off road dual purpose rides, street 

bikes and charity events. Members in the club 

try to offer and meet the needs of all levels and 

types of motorcyclists."  

 Green Knights are involved in a num-

ber of off base and community events 

each year.  

 Upcoming events include the 

Richard Duran Memorial Ride, April 

11. Proceeds from sales, benefit the 

local children's food program. Green 

Knights also volunteer at the annual 

Rendezvous in San Angelo Bike Rally, 

April 16 and 17, to assist with entry 

checkpoints, watch over motorcycles 

and other functions. Green Knights 

only participate in events that reflect positively 

on the military and club riders. Family mem-

bers are encouraged to attend any and all 

events. For more information on events visit 

the web site, 

http://texasgreenknights.org/gk64/. 

 Club Origin  
 The Green Knights Military Motorcy-

cle Club, Chapter 64, dates its heritage back to 

the "Mother Club" organized in 1999 and for-

mally recognized in 2000 at McGuire Air 

Force Base, New Jersey.  

 A brain 

child of Adam 

Buehler, and with 

the aid of the 

McGuire AFB Mo-

torcycle Safety 

Foundation instruc-

tor, Jeff Richards, 

the duo sought to 

organize base motor-

cyclists and bring 

awareness to Depart-

ment of Defense employees and civilians who 

were interested in learning to ride.  

 They set out to organize and create a 

club where riders could get together, discuss 

issues of the base, fight for biker rights, help 

each other, participate in charity events and 

enjoy going on rides.  

http://texasgreenknights.org/gk64/
http://www.blueknights.org/
http://greenknightsmc.com/
http://www.redknightsmc.org/
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 After gathering up a handful of riders from the base, 

they were able to form the first chapter of the Green Knights at 

McGuire. 

 Their actions would soon catch fire and erupted not just 

across the Air Force motorcycle community, but branch off into 

other services as well. The Green Knight's by-laws, policies, and 

mentorship outlines have become the basis of the Air Force cur-

rent policy to have a motorcycle club on every base. 

 Currently there are 85 chapters throughout the U.S. Air 

Force and Army installations as well as international services 

such as the Royal Air Force, Irish Defense Force and Canadian 

Forces.  

 Chapter 64 meetings are held every second Saturday of 

the month, with planned rides at least once a month. Members 

also meet every Saturday for rides (weather permitting) to local 

destinations determined at meeting time. 

 

If you would like to learn more about joining the Green Knights 

Chapter 64, contact the club by e-mail at 

gk64@goodfellow.af.mil or visit the web site 

http://www.texasgreenknights.org/gk64. 

 

The Green Knights do not discriminate against any type of mo-

torcycle or scooter and are always looking for new members.  

Dyess Mentoring Craug Colton, President ñBig Countryò 

  A beautiful day in the Big Country and for some, what 

better way to spend a day like today than riding a bike.  

But there are safety issues and concerns when it comes to 

getting on a motorcycle. Dyess Air Force Base is making 

sure its getting its message across this summer. 

  "You are two wheels, and you don't have that much pro-

tection like a car does," said Craig Colton, president of 

Green Knights. 

  And motorcycle accidents can be critical. 

  "Thirty-five percent of motorcycle accidents occur in 

serious injury or death and that is something we want to 

prevent and something we want to reduce," Colonel Dan 

Dagher, Commander 317th Airlift Group. 

  Dyess Air Force Base and the Green Knights, Dyess' Mo-

torcycle Club will hold a Mentorship ride this Friday, to 

teach air force personnel how to be safe on the road. 

  "We want the communities to know that we believe in the 

safety  of our riders, we believe in the safety of our com-

munity, as you know there are 1 in 9 accidents that occur 

out on the roads are motorcycle accidents," said Dagher. 

  President of the Green Knights says, teaching others 

safety on and off base is important, because one accident 

could change your life. 

  "All it takes is for you to go down one time and you real-

ize that having that helmet on would've helped save your 

face a little bit, having boots could've saved your legs a 

little bit, your ankles and stuff," said Colton. 

  Craig has seen it first hand. 

  "I've seen a whole bunch of accidents, I mean, from con-

cussions to where I mean, obviously they are laid up in the 

hospital. I've lost a quite a few friends on motorcycles but 

I mean amputations, there was a young man from down-

town that he lost his leg," said Colton. 

  Due to accidents some men and women in the military 

don't even get the chance to fight for our country . 

  You may recall airmen Seth Duggan who was killed on 

Judge Ely Blvd. when his bike flew across a 300 foot field 

and slammed into a brick wall.  Something as simple as 

watching your speed and wearing the right safety gear 

could save your life. 

  "It bothers me when I see people out there wearing tennis 

shoes, shorts, flip flops, tank tops, baseball caps, that's not 

safety equipment," said Colton. 

  You can catch the Dyess Mentorship Ride at the Stripes 

gas station on Hwy. 277 and Rebecca lane around 2:30 

p.m.  The ride will start at 2 p.m. on base.  

There are requirements to ride a motorcycle on base in-

cluding: 

Having a standard driver's license 

Motorcycle Safety Foundation card 

A mandatory one on one safety briefing with a squad-

ron commander. 

Having a safety sticker on your bike 

 

Wearing safety gear: 

Wearing bright long sleeve tops 

Wearing reflective gear at night 

Safety glasses 

Fingered gloves 

Ankle boots 

Goodfellow, contôd 

mailto:gk64@goodfellow.af.mil?subject=Green%20Knights%20Ch%2064
http://www.texasgreenknights.org/gk64.


Heros: Mine vs. Yours Jeff Richards; Rider Safety Dude,  

Whiteman AFB, MO  

  Everyone has their sports heroes.  Maybe if 

youôre into football Joe Montana was a child 

hood icon, Charles Barkley of basketball.  I on 

the other hand never really idolized many 

sports figures.  I drifted more on the Evil 

Kneivel side of heroics. 

  I just finished my third ride to the Annual 

Moonshine Lunch Run.  The Lunch Run 

really is a four day event in the most boring 

motorcycling roads in America.  On 

the eastern side of Illinois, just west 

of Terre Haute, Indiana.  The event 

is purposely planned in early spring, 

when the weather is dicey.  This 

year was fantastic 70ôs and sunny 

the whole time.  To the contrast two 

years ago we rode home in 30ôs and 

sleet.  So what is the attraction for a 

motorcyclist to this flat farm land 

with iffy weather? 

  The Moonshine Lunch Run centers 

around long distance riders.  We all 

know the sportbike crowd and the 

cruiser crowd, then there are the 

daily commuters.  But the long dis-

tance (LD) crowd is not one too 

many people are aware of.  They are 

a different bunch to say the least.  

You have to be careful when a rid-

ers mentions a particular place being ñjust 

down the roadò, that will typically be a state or 

two away.    But the stories these guys have, 

and the experience to draw from is amazing. 

  Moonshine Lunch Run gets its name from 

Moonshine, Il. population 2.  Thatôs right I 

said 2.  The town consists of one building 

literally in the middle of some corn fields.  

The building is right out of the 1940ôs.  The 

owners live upstairs and make a living serv-

ing hamburgers to customers.  Nothing spe-

cial just with cheese or without.  But the 

atmosphere is special at this building out in 

the middle of nowhere.  You can you tube 

Moonshine, Bill Geist did a spot on it sev-

eral years ago. 

  It has become a competition between dif-

ferent groups of enthusiasts to see who can 

own the record for most burgers served at 

Moonshine.  I am proud to say the Moon-

shine Lunch Run crowd blew the record out 

of the water, dishing out over 1900 ham-

burgers!  Oh yeah Helen (the owner) quits 

serving at 12:30 sharp no ifs and or buts. 

  But obviously I donôt ride 400 miles one 

way just for a burger (of course I would).  

But it is the people I meet at the other days 

of the run that make it all worthwhile.  You 

may have your Earnhardtôs, Montanaôs, 

Barkleyôs, and Roseôs I have heroes by the 

name of Kneebone, Yow, and Hammond.  

These are all guys who have done amazing 

feats on motorcycles.  Plus there a heck of a 

lot easier to talk to than the other heroes. 

  After an hour or so talk with Tim Yow, I 

become totally mesmerized by the idea of 

endurance riding.  This past June 

Tim completed a ride that the Iron 

Butt Association had to make a 

new category for.  He rode his 

KLR650 from the southern tip of 

Florida to Goose Bay, Canada.  

From their he headed west for 

Prudhoe Bay, Alaska , then south 

to California.  Then to the Gulf of 

Mexico and finally, 

returning to his start-

ing point.  He calls this 

The Five Coast Ride, 

and he did it within 30 

days.  That is 17,000 

miles in 30 days, I can 

remember when I used 

to think a bike was 

done at 20,000 miles. 

  Many people think 

LD riding is unsafe, 

but you would be 

amazed the precau-

tions these riders take.  

Much of their riding is 

turned back into future 

product development, 

motorcycle gps, anti 

fatiguing pants, seats, 

fuel economy are just a few prod-

ucts that gain development and 

testing from these riders.  Lets not 

forget safety equipment.  A short 

trip around the lot showed these 

riders were serious about safety.  

Iôve never seen so many day-glo 

yellow jackets, extra brake lights, 

and aftermarket horns. 

So yes I will return to Moonshine 

again next year.  Not just for the 

Burger (it is good), but more for 

the chance to mingle with a differ-

ent breed of motorcyclist.  Perhaps, 

a group that I can relate to better 

than most others.  But most of all it 

is my chance to see and hear my 

heroes tell their most recent con-

quests, and I can start planning 

mine. 

JOUSTING TIPS 

  For a riding position to allow more fine 

control over the steering, brake, and clutch, 

try this: 

1) Scoot gluteus maximus to rear of the seat 

2) Place ball of foot on footpeg;  

3) Tighten the belly and back muscles to 

allow for removal of the hands from the 

handlebars and not change the upper 

body position.   

4) When making a turn, simultaneously: 

press the inside handgrip, press DOWN 

on the inside footpeg, press INTO the 

fuel tank with the outside knee.  

  Youôve now created the static body posture 

to allow your hands and arms to worry about 

only controlling the throttle, brake, clutch, 

and steering inputs (whew!) and the part of 

keeping you in the saddle has moved to the 

larger ñtrunkò of your body! 
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Chapter 54 1st Annual Bike Show David Grant, editor 

April 24th, 2010. Chapter 54 held 
their 1st Annual Bike Show for Charity.  
They raised a few bucks, brought to-
gether a bunch of other clubs, and all 
�W�K�L�V���Z�D�V���K�H�O�G���D�W���(�G�G�L�H���+�L�O�O�¶�V���)�X�Q���&�H�Q�W�H�U��
in Wichita Falls, Texas. 

Chapter 54 needed to find a local 
charity to support, they found a chil-
�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���K�R�P�H���D�Q�G���Q�R�Z���W�K�H���N�L�G�V���D�U�H��
happy and know they have adults 
looking out for them!  

http://texasgreenknights.org/gk54/  


